io8          JOHNSON'S LIFE OF MILTON.
1. 25. * The Ready and Easy Way to establish a Free Com-
monwealth, and the excellency thereof, compared with the
inconveniences and dangers of readmitting kingship in this
nation. The author, J. M.' This was published about the
end of February or beginning of March 1660, and followed
by a second and enlarged edition in April. None of
Milton's pamphlets attracted more immediate attention or
more violent criticism. (Masson, Life of Milton, v- 645, 677.)
1. 30. James Harrington (1611-1677) published in 1656
'The Commonwealth of Oceana.' In 1659 he was very
active in publishing pamphlets setting forth his constitu-
tional schemes, and in September of that year established
a club for the debating of political questions, which met in
the New Palace Yard at Westminster and continued its
meetings till about February 1660. The Club was generally
known as ' the Rota.' One of Harrington's chief principles
was the substitution of rotation for election as a means of
appointment to office.
P. 82,1. I, 'The Fear of God and the King. Pressed in
a Sermon preached at Mercer's Chapel on the 25th of March,
1660, by Matthew Griffith, D.D., chaplain to the late King.'
Milton's answer was headed: * Brief notes upont a late
Sermon, titled " The Fear of God and the King."
Wherein many notorious wrestings of Scripture, and other
falsities are observed.' (Masson, Life of Milton, v. 667, 675.)
1. 3. L'Estrange's answer appeared about April 25, when
the Restoration was already in progress. L'Estrange begins
thus: * Mr. Milton, in your life and doctrine you have re-
solved one great question, by evidencing that devils may
indue human shapes/ Roger L'Est range (1616-1704) was
after the Restoration for many years the chief Censor of
the Press with the title of 'Surveyor-general of the Im-
primery and printing presses.' He was also the chief
official journalist of the reign of Charles II, and during the
years 1681-4 published a paper called the Observator.
Macaulay, in describing this paper, characterises L'Estrange
as * by no means deficient in readiness and shrewdness ; and
his diction, though course and disfigured by a mean and